
The tourism department and railways went way beyond the call of duty to ensure a 
safe and successful journey, while the journalists and TV crews had a field day giving 
our visit huge publicity. Our thanks to everyone who met us along the way with such 
enthusiasm and support – you added a memorable and touching element to the 
journey that we could not have anticipated or hoped for.

The saying goes “save the best for last” and the best of this 
entire experience had to be our wonderful guests – our 
band of intrepid travellers who braved this new route with 
us! Thank you for travelling with us and helping make it 
the journey that it was. Thank you too for your wonderful 
feedback and constructive suggestions on how we might 
improve the itinerary – all of which are being fiercely 
debated between Rohan and journey coordinators, Alicia 
and Regárdo. We can’t wait for next year! 
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IN JULY 2019, OUR PIONEERING TRAIL OF TWO OCEANS TRAIN 
BETWEEN DAR ES SALAAM AND LOBITO TRAVELLED THE 

FAMOUS EAST-TO-WEST COPPER TRAIL – THE FIRST TIME IN 
HISTORY THAT A PASSENGER TRAIN RAN THIS ROUTE.

Our train arrived back from its mammoth 
journey on Friday 6 September 2019 
having completed six different journeys. 
These included Pretoria to Cape Town, 
Cape Town to Dar es Salaam, Dar es 
Salaam to Lobito, Lobito to Dar es 
Salaam, Dar es Salaam to Cape Town 
and Cape Town to Pretoria – a distance 
of 23 400km!

Daphne Mabala, our ever graceful 
and fearless train manager, oversaw 
the operations and we feel that the 
journey’s success was in large part due 
to her dedicated management. She 
was well supported by her team and 
Rohan, who seemed to spend most of 
his time shaking the hands of dignitaries, 

politicians and tribal leaders whilst posing for photographs. Also on board were 
historian and raconteur, Nicholas Schofield, hair stylist and guest liaison, Craig 
Geater, the formidable service staff, an excellent kitchen and laundry team and our 
mechanics supported by a strong maintenance duo.

The trip ran well in both directions with minimal adjustments to the running schedule. 
The receptions at Lubumbashi and Kolwezi were a surprise while the officialdom and 
huge crowds meeting the train in Angola was unbelievable. Governors, ministers, 
tribal leaders, mayors, railwaymen, clergy and many other dignitaries – all dressed up 
in their finest – were on hand to meet the train at all major stations accompanied by 
numerous musical groups and dancers.
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On 13 July 2019, our train left Dar es On 13 July 2019, our train left Dar es 
Salaam on this historically significant Salaam on this historically significant 
voyage to Lobito on the west coast of voyage to Lobito on the west coast of 
Angola. Although the railway line from Angola. Although the railway line from 
Dar to Kapiri Mposhi in northern Zambia Dar to Kapiri Mposhi in northern Zambia 

was completed in 1975 by the Chinese, was completed in 1975 by the Chinese, 
the line in Angola was by this time the line in Angola was by this time 

closed due to civil war constraints, closed due to civil war constraints, 
so it was not previously possible so it was not previously possible 
to travel the full route between to travel the full route between 
the two cities. The war-damaged the two cities. The war-damaged 
line in Angola was rebuilt by  line in Angola was rebuilt by  

the Chinese and only reopened  the Chinese and only reopened  
in late 2013. in late 2013. 

I had initially surveyed the line through I had initially surveyed the line through 
DRC and Angola in 2015 and then again DRC and Angola in 2015 and then again 
in April of 2019, so was very excited to be in April of 2019, so was very excited to be 
breaking new ground on this trip with breaking new ground on this trip with 
numerous friends and seasoned travellers numerous friends and seasoned travellers 
on board. The journeys proved successful on board. The journeys proved successful 
and the pictures herewith indicate the and the pictures herewith indicate the 
incredible reception we received in both incredible reception we received in both 
countries. The Angolans made good use of countries. The Angolans made good use of 

our visit as a tourism publicity opportunity our visit as a tourism publicity opportunity 
and thus gave us fantastic exposure on and thus gave us fantastic exposure on 
their radio and television channels. their radio and television channels. 

We were extremely pleased to receive all We were extremely pleased to receive all 
the assistance we could possibly expect the assistance we could possibly expect 
from the railways of DRC and Angola from the railways of DRC and Angola 
and of course look forward to working and of course look forward to working 
with them annually. with them annually. 

Our motto at Rovos Rail is to celebrate 
our wins but never rest on our laurels so 
planning for 2021 and beyond is well 
underway. And because Rohan is not one 
to sit still, we suspected that not only would 
he tweak the Trail of Two Oceans itinerary 
to perfection but that he’d be flying all over 
Africa exploring additional routes too...  
And herewith overleaf, we’d like to introduce 
the Copper Trail and African Trilogy. >
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